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VAIN  ATTACK  ON  THE  TOWER   OF   FLIES
The Pisans and the others who
The craft of seafaring well knew
A tower on galleys did devise
And ladders twain of goodly size 5
They clad the tower and the outside
Of all their ships of war with hide.
The Tower of Flies 9 they now assailed
And many missiles thereon hailed,
Its garrison fought without fear
And sold their lives extremely dear.                                       35780
And from the galleys of the town
More than two thousand there came down.
Of Saracens full armed for battle
To lend aid to their fellow cattle 5
These men flung shafts and numerous
Lances and sharpened darts at us
And crushed our shields and spears with great
Huge rocks of most terrific weight.
Those in the tower never failed
To make defense when ours assailed.                                     3*790
We shoot well: many a missile falls
Among the foe who man the walls.
There had ye seen the Turks constrained
To take to shelter, while thick rained
The spears, and valiant men relayed
Each other and fierce onslaught made.
Then the two ladders were directed
Against the tower and there erected
With mighty effort and great cost.
For those within the tower tossed                                           3*800
Huge beams on Christian man and knight
9 The Tower of Flies was located out in the harbor at the very end of the break-
water. The Itinerarium (p. 75) explains the name by the story that the rock on which
it stood had been used in very ancient times as a pkce of sacrifice and that flies had been
attracted thereto by the blood and flesh on the rock. Beha ed Pin (pp. 210-12) records
the attack on this tower as on September 24.